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Alexander Rorke 

... Class A mystery- 


Rorke 




By LEIGHTON McLAUGHLIN 
Herald Sta(t Writer 



“But that would have been 
a perfect place for them to 
refuel,” said Juno. 

• Eno pointed out that the 
route to Tegucigalpa Is over 
a wide stretch of the Carri- 
bean, and then over moun- 
tains soaring to 8,000 feet. 

At first, it was thought 
that Rorke and Sullivan 
might have used Cozumel as 
a jumping off place for a raid 
on Cuba. 

"We . checked with 
Havana,” said Eno, “and 
came up with a negative. : 

“We talked to every single 
country possible, and got 
nothing. There has been all 
sorts of conjecture.” 

He said Rorke’s unde, WJL 
liam Rorke, had been in to 
talk to him, and suggested 
his nephew may have been 
abducted. The uncle, 'of New 
YorACity, refused to discuss 
the possibility with newsmen. 


The fate of Anti-Castro 
Raider Alexander I. Rorke 
Jr., has become a class A 
mystery, U.S. aviation offi- 
cials said Saturday. , ” " 

Art Eno, area -cootdinator 
for the Eed^-fl ,, A y/i a t in n 
Agenqy . frere, said no i trace 
has been found of 
Florida adventurer, his pilot 
Geoffrey Sullivan, or their 
plane since they left Cozumel, 
Mexico.tSept. 25 “ - presuma- 
bly h ound for Hon duras. ^ 

T lir eepossmhftieg" ’have 
been suggested: a crash on 
land or sea, a deliberate se- 
cret flight to an unknown 
destination, or abduction. 

Rorke, 36, and Sullivan, 28 
■ — both of whom claimed to 
have staged raids on Castro’s 
Cuba — rented a twin engine 
pane Sept. 24 in Fort Lau- 
derdale arid took off. 

They landed on Cozumel — 
an Island off Yucatan — la- 
ter In the day. After an over- 
night stay they filed a flight 
plan to Tegucigalpa, Hon- 
duras, and vanished. 

Eno said . a message tom 
the Cozumel airport indicated 
the fliers rrisy have had me- 
chanical difficulty there. 
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Rorke is known t<5 have 
been a thorn in the side of 
Castro and Cuba. He claimed 
to hake made - a raid on a 
Cuban 651 refinery in May. 
Subsequently his airplane, a 
twin engine Beechcraft, was 
cbnfiS9'ated by the federal 
goveyrirfent. 

; JJis Cftbat, the 36-foot Vio- 
lynn III, also was confiscated 
softer it was found in British 
waters with 17 anti-Castro 
raiders on board. 

He and S u 1 1 i.v a n were 
wa lffifT^y Ji w~ i. f ,S. in Sep- 
temb erllo Sase their hit-run 
tacfics B fwst ’Cuba. 

Friends .said the ill-fated 
trip was a lfgjtimate business 
vfntlirc, t'4' lhquire about a 
ibb.si^j'- tlSHiing operation 
tomjfamina. 

^Hollywood, Rorke’s wife 
— tflothrb of their three chil- 
dren -- Lsid he was expected 
baci K Sept. 29 at the la- 
test. 

t!le searc k bad 
■ b.eff 4 |t&ned over to the Coast 
Gu,tr&. . ' 

“R^ke?. Who’s he?” asked 
the phone operator at Coast 

Gua S4&#*S h RescLle ' 

n was ^.plained that he 
was the object of % search. 
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